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A JOURNEY TO ATHENS AND THE ISLANDS OF 

SANTORINI and MYKONOS 
DESIGNED AND OPERATED BY CLUB EUROPA FOR

PARKLAND COLLEGE,

Champaign, Illinois
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The Acropolis in Athens, seen from Filopapou Hill

Day 1        Overnight transatlantic flight from the United States to ATHENS, Greece        
Sep 29       04:45 pm: flight BA0294 departs Chicago O’Hare Airport     ORD
Sun







                  (inflight meals)

Day 2        ARRIVAL ATHENS   
Sep 30       06:35 am:  arrival at London Heathrow Airport     LHR
Mon           08:45 am:  flight BA0640 departs London Heathrow
                  02:30 pm: arrival at Athens Eleftherios Venizelos Airport       ATH
                  Meet and greet by Club Europa Escort 


(Sufficient time will be allowed at the airport to exchange money – Greece is part of EURO-Land !)
                
  Private motorcoach for transfer from ATH Airport to the hotel


Check in at hotel, free time to relax and unwind


xx:xx pm: walk to dinner at traditional Restaurant “Stamatopoulos” in the “Plaka” 


(the old part of Athens at the foot of the Acropolis), dinner is included



http://www.stamatopoulostavern.gr/
Menu: 

Overnight at Hotel Herodion / ATHENS

Day 3
ATHENS 
Oct 1
Breakfast at hotel
Tue             09:00 am:  sightseeing tour with private motorcoach and local guide begins at hotel



(Entrance fees to Acropolis complex and Acropolis Museum are included)


Further sights:  the Theater of Dionysos, Panathenaic Stadium, the Temple of Zeus, 



Hadrian’s Arch, the two major squares Syntagma and Omonia, and much more…


Free time for lunch  (on own)


The afternoon is free for personal or group activities, such as further sightseeing, shopping


Dinner is on own


Overnight at Hotel Herodion / ATHENS
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The  Temple of Apollo  in Delphi
Delphi was the most celebrated oracle of ancient Greece, but it went much farther than just that. It virtually became the Vatican of the ancient world, with the kings and wealthy from the northern areas of Africa, all of Asia Minor, Sicily, and the people of Greece itself, calling upon it. The advice from the oracle must have been good, for lavish gifts were bestowed upon this spot, making it extremely rich as well as powerful. Both the Persians and Gauls tried to pillage it and failed, supposedly thwarted by the gods. Even the Romans held it in high regard, treading cautiously around it while 
they crushed everything else in sight. It was not until 86 A.D. that the treasury was stripped by the Roman general Sulla to pay his men.....The cult died out about 400 A.D. as Christianity advanced.

Day 4
ATHENS > DELPHI   

Oct 2
Breakfast at hotel

Wed
08:30 am: departure by private deluxe long distance coach for DELPHI    (120 miles / 3 hrs)
Sightseeing in Delphi is done with a local, licensed guide


Located on the slopes of Mount Parnassos - the highest mountain range in Greece after Mount 

Olympos -  Delphi is one of the most evocative and enchanting sites in Greece


Visit of the ancient Sanctuary of the God Apollo, in its dramatic setting on the slopes of 


Mount Parnassus. Hear the local guide explain the Oracle and tour the excavations. A visit 



to the museum is also included,  the main item here is the Charioteer, an extraordinary and 

well-preserved bronze statue dating from the 5th century before Christ


Free time for lunch (on own) in Delphi


Dinner at hotel or local restaurant is included

       Overnight at Hotel Amalia / DELPHI

Day 5
DELPHI > Epidauros / Mycenae > ATHENS 
Oct 3
Breakfast at hotel

Thu
After breakfast: departure from Delphi – across the beautiful Rion – Antirrion Bridge – 



for the main archaeological sites on the Peloponnese: 


The afternoon is dedicated to visits of two of the most important locations of ancient Greece: 


EPIDAUROS with its world renowned theater, whose extraordinary qualities have been 


recognized ever since it was built in the 4th century BC


Free time for lunch (on own) in Epidauros


It is a short drive to MYCENAE, where a guided tour is scheduled for the afternoon.  The 

ancient citadel began its extraordinary growth in the 17th century before Christ and the influence of this comparatively small civilization was to be felt all across the eastern Mediterranean.  The entrance to the excavations is formed by the famous Lion’s Gate (Entrance fees in Epidauros and Mycenae are included)


Dinner is on own tonight

Overnight at Hotel Herodion / ATHENS




The ancient theater in Epidauros is well preserved and has near-perfect acoustics

Day 6
ATHENS > SANTORINI
Oct 4
Hotel will provide a packed breakfast - - - very early departure 
Fri  
(Escort Dimitri will buy coffee / tea aboard ship for all participants)


Early morning transfer from hotel to the Port of Piraeus 


  07:25 am:  Blue Star Ferries departs for Santorini  

Lunch aboard ship is on own


  02:50 pm:  arrival at the Port of Thira / Santorini


  Meet and greet by local assistant; transfer to hotel, first orientation


07:00 pm: walk to the seaside tavern “The Cave of Nicolas” - dinner is included

Overnight at Hotel Kalisti / SANTORINI




Day 7
SANTORINI 
Oct 5
Breakfast at hotel

Sat             xx:xx am:  departure for an island tour with local guide

· Explore the archeological site at Akrotiri, home to the relics of a 3600 years-old Minoan town.

· Visit the Prophet Ilias monastery on Santorini’s highest viewpoint
· Discover the old town of Megalochori

· Explore local winemaking and taste samples of the famous Santorinian wines at a traditional winery
· Visit the famous ‘blue dome’ churches
· Enjoy the stunning caldera views from the cliff-terraced village of Oia

The tour lasts approximately six hours


Lunch is on own


Dinner is on own

Overnight at Hotel Kalisti / SANTORINI

Day 8
SANTORINI 
Oct 6
Breakfast at hotel

Sun             This is a free day for further sightseeing, exploration and – above all - relaxation


Lunch is on own


Dinner is on own


xx:xx pm:  walk (with assistant) from the hotel to Santorini’s “White Door Theater” for 


a performance of “The Greek Wedding Show” – considered one of the best live experiences


in Greece ! 
A different show in Santorini and nothing like anything you ever saw! A unique Musical that 
engages couples, children, families and friends with the local culture in an entertaining way. 
The Greek Wedding Show is not only a “Greek night” but an interactive performance with 
actors, dancers, singers, musicians and you. Celebrate the greek culture through the music and dance.     Enjoy plenty of wine and the famous Greek “mezedes” (small bites of food)

Overnight at Hotel Kalisti / SANTORINI

Crescent-shaped Santorini (or Thíra), the precious gem of the Aegean, is actually a group of islands consisting 
of Thíra, Thirassiá, Asproníssi, Palea and Nea Kaméni in the southernmost part of Cyclades.

The whole complex of Santorini islands is still an active volcano (the same as Méthana, Mílos and Nísiros) 
and probably the only volcano in the world whose crater is in the sea. The islands that form Santorini came 
into existence as a result of intensive volcanic activity; twelve huge eruptions occurred, one every 20,000 
years approximately, and each violent eruption caused the collapse of the volcano’s central part creating a large 
crater (caldera). The volcano, however, managed to recreate itself over and over again. The last big eruption 
occurred 3,600 years ago (during the Minoan Age), when igneous material (mainly ash, pumice and lava 
stones) covered the three islands (Thíra, Thirassiá and Asproníssi). The eruption destroyed the thriving local 
prehistoric civilization, evidence of which was found during the excavations of a settlement at Akrotíri. 

Firá is the picturesque capital of the island; perched high up on the edge of the Caldera, it looks like a marvellous painting. Firá, together with Oia, Imerovígli and Firostefáni located high above on a cliff, make up the so-called “Caldera’s eyebrow”, the balcony of Santorini, which offers an amazing view of the volcano. Other smaller villages 
are Akrotíri and Méssa Vounó, with their famous archaeological sites, Pýrgos, Karterádes, Emporió, Ammoúdi, Finikiá, Períssa, Perívolos, Megalohóri, Kamári, Messariá and Monólithos: some of the villages are cosmopolitan 
some more peaceful; they are surrounded by vast vineyards; whitewashed cliff-top towns with castles affording amazing views over the Aegean. 
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Day 9
SANTORINI > MYKONOS
Oct 7
Breakfast at hotel  

Mon            11:15 am: transfer from hotel to the Port of Santorini 


  12:30 am:  Golden Star Ferries departs Santorini for Mykonos 

 
 Lunch aboard ship is on own

                   02:40 pm:  arrival at the Port of Mykonos / Tourlos

  Meet and greet by local assistant


  Transfer to hotel

                   07:00 pm: meeting at the hotel for a “foodie walking tour”


This is a guided tour with tasting of the best Greek cuisine this gorgeous island has to offer 


by stopping at a variety of vendors - there’s no better way to explore the charming labyrinth of 


Hora than on the trail of the island’s delicious food.


First stop will be the” Kayak Ice Parlor”, followed by the “Old Bakery’, “Taverna Paraportiani”, and – 


for some almond cake - by “Matsouka Traditional Products”

Overnight at Hotel Madalena / MYKONOS



Mykonos (named after the grandson of Apollo) is Greece's most famous cosmopolitan island, a whitewashed paradise in the heart of the Cyclades. According to mythology, Mykonos was formed from the petrified bodies of giants killed by Hercules. In contrast to other Cycladic capitals, the capital town (Hóra) of the island is not built in the shape of an amphitheatre but instead spreads out over a wide area. It is one of the best examples of Cycladic architecture and a spellbinding attraction for visitors. Stroll around its narrow marble streets and admire whitewashed houses with colourful doors and window frames, bougainvillea trees in purple bloom and hidden churches. Pay a visit to the church of Panayia Paraportiani, the Town hall and the castle situated above the harbour. Don’t forget to visit the Archaeological, Folklore and Maritime Museums to take in a little history. Wander around the pedestrian shopping streets of the Hóra, always colourful and busy. The most glamorous of all is Matoyánni Street, lined with brand name stores, charming cafés and stylish restaurants.
The second traditional settlement of Mykonos is Áno Merá, situated around the historic monastery of Panayia Tourliani (a 16th century church with a brilliant carved wooden iconostasis). To the north, in Fteliá, lies an important Neolithic settlement, and a 14th-13th century BC Mycenaean tomb.

One of the most scenic corners of the island is Alefkántra or “Little Venice”, an 18th century district, dominated by grand captains’ mansions with colourful balconies and stylish windows. With balconies perched over the sea, pictures of the famous Italian city spring to mind. 
Day 10
MYKONOS 
Oct 8
Breakfast at hotel

Tue             xx:xx am: beginning of island tour with private coach and local guide

We start the tour with a one hour city walk where we visit the highlights of Mykonos town like the Paraportiani church, the little Venice area, the windmills area, the Matogianni shopping area and during the morning tours the local vegetable and fish market.

The bus tour starts with the visit of the beach of Saint Stefanos and then we stop at the Panorama point above Mykonos town with a stunning view and photo spot. Furthermore we drive to the famous beaches of Agios Giannis ( from where we have a nice view to the sacred island of Delos ), Plati Yalos, Kalafatis and we visit the traditional village in the centre of the island: Ano Mera with its famous 400 year old monastery and beautiful village square.
Afterwards we  will drop you off at a  nice beach (such as Ornos) where you can have lunch 

and go for a swim .
       Lunch is on own


Dinner is on own


Overnight at Hotel Madalena / MYKONOS
Day 11      MYKONOS > ATHENS
Oct 9         Breakfast at hotel  

Wed          
Lunch is on own

                  01:00 pm: transfer from hotel to the Port of Mykonos 


 02:15 pm:  Blue Star Ferries departs Mykonos for Piraeus 

                  07:45 pm:  arrival at the Port of Piraeus


 Transfer from the Port of Piraeus to the hotel 

                  09:15 pm: (late) farewell dinner at hotel or local restaurant is included
                  Overnight at Hotel Avra Rafina / ATHENS  (Rafina Port)
Day 12
 RETURN  TO  THE  U.S.

Oct 10
 Breakfast at hotel   (in case of early departure this may not be a ‘full’ breakfast)
Thu
 xx:xx am: private motorcoach for transfer from hotel to Athens Eleftherios Venizelos Airport;


the drive takes about 40 minutes 



Services of Club Europa escort terminate with assistance at check-in


Return flight to the United States:                    


08:10 am: flight  BA0631 departs Athens      ATH            

     10:10 am:  arrival at London Heathrow Airport    LHR     


     01:10 pm:  flight BA0299 departs London Heathrow          (inflight meals)



03:50 pm: arrival at Chicago O’Hare Airport    ORD
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PLEASE NOTE:
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  THE USE OF MOTORCOACHES WITHIN ALL EUROPEAN CITIES

IS  DRAMATICALLY RESTRICTED IF NOT ALTOGETHER IMPOSSIBLE.

THIS GOES ESPECIALLY FOR THE GREEK ISLANDS. 

THE DISTANCES TO BE COVERED ON FOOT AND WALKING THROUGH 

HISTORIC SITES ARE SOMETIMES CHALLENGING.

COMFORTABLE SHOES ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED !!
INCLUDED  ARE :
· TEN overnights at superior tourist or moderate first class hotels in central / convenient locations;  twin or double occupancy; all rooms with private facilities  

Brochures and / or websites of the hotels will be presented prior to final reservations 


Five dinners (Athens, Delphi, Santorini, Mykonos, Athens) 


All breakfasts

Services of deluxe motorcoach (equipped with A/C) as noted


Both airport transfers (Athens)


Services of licensed, local guides as noted in the itinerary  


Entrance fees as noted in the itinerary


Boat journeys from 
· Athens (Piraeus) to Santorini

· Santorini to Mykonos

· Mykonos to Athens (Piraeus) 
(Times given in the itinerary are valid as of September 2023)


All applicable local taxes

Gratuities to local guides and coach drivers

                    [image: image10.jpg]


  The ‘charioteer’ at the Museum in Delphi
NOT  INCLUDED  ARE :

Meals other than mentioned

· Drinks with dinners, unless mentioned otherwise

(Please note that table water is not always free of charge in Europe)


Expenses of personal nature, such as passport, laundry, insurance, souvenirs etc...

· Airport transfers in the United States

                   Please make sure that your [image: image11.jpg]


PASSPORT is valid at least six months 

                                           beyond the date of your return !
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