
 

 

MLA and Database Articles 
 

The following templates for subscription database articles are based on section 5.9.of the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed.  
 

Note: In the templates below, the term title-level capitalization is used. Title-level capitalization 
means capitalizing all major words in a title other than articles (a, an, the), coordinating conjunctions 
(for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so), and prepositions (if, with, when, where, during, before, after, etc.). 
 
Note: When an articleõs publication date is only the year, enclose it in parentheses (2004). Otherwise, 
write date out in this form: 28 Oct. 2004. Note that all months other than May, June, and July are 
abbreviated. See EbscoHost examples on next page for both ways of noting the date. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: MLA style calls for Works Cited list to be double-spaced. 

We have NOT done that here to save space. 
 
Article with one author: 
Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial. òTitle of Article in Quotation Marks.ó Title of 

Publication Using Title Capitalization underlined volume.issue-number Date of article: page 
range. Name of Database underlined. Name of Service. Name of Library, City, State. Date 
you accessed article <web address of serviceõs home page in angle brackets>. 

 
Article with two or three authors: 
Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial., and Authorõs First Name Middle Initial Last Name. 

òTitle of Article in Quotation Marks.ó Title of Publication Using Title Capitalization 
underlined volume.issue-number Date of article: page range. Name of Database underlined. 
Name of Service. Name of Library, City, State. Date you accessed article <web address of 
serviceõs home page in angle brackets>.  

 
Article with more than three authors: 
Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial, et al. òTitle of Article in Quotation Marks.ó Title of 

Publication Using Title Capitalization underlined volume.issue-number Date of article: page 
range. Name of Database underlined. Name of Service. Name of Library, City, State. Date 
you accessed article <web address of serviceõs home page in angle brackets>.  

 
Note: et al. is Latin for òand othersó and is used for all authorsõ names after the first three. 

 
Article with no author: 
 òTitle of Article in Quotation Marks.ó Title of Publication Using Title Capitalization underlined 

volume.issue number Date of article: page range. Name of Database underlined. Name of 
Service. Name of Library, City, State. Date you accessed article <web address of serviceõs 
home page in angle brackets>. 

 
See examples of articles from various subscription databases on next page. 



 

Examples of Articles from Various Subscription Databases 
 

LexisNexis Database (one author) 
Cornelius, Coleman K. "Bozo the Crown." The Denver Post  9 Jan. 1999: 1. LexisNexis ® 

Academic. LexisNexis. Parkland College Library, Champaign, IL. 3 Jan. 2000 < 
http://www.lexisnexis.com/universe >. 

 
CQ Researcher (one author) 
Lyons, Christine L. òAdoption Controversies.ó The CQ Reseacher 9.34 10 Sept. 1999: 777-800. CQ 

Researcher Online. CQ Press. Parkland College Library, Champaign, IL. 23 Mar. 2000 
<http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher>. 

 
EBSCOhost (one author and two authors) 
Teicher, Stacy A. òA Window on Home Schooling.ó Christian Science Monitor 92.223 10 Oct. 2000: 

18. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO Publishing. Parkland College Library, Champaign, IL. 
28 Nov. 2000 <http://search.epnet.com>. 

 
Klugewicz, Susan L., and Carol L. Carraccio. òHome Schooled Children: A Pediatric Perspective.ó  

Clinical Pediatrics 38.7 (1999): 407-411. Health Source Plus. EBSCO Publishing. Parkland 
College Library, Champaign, IL. 28 Nov. 2000 <http://search.epnet.com>. 

 
InfoTrac (two authors and three authors) 
Wingert, Pat, and Barbara Kantrowitz. òLearning at Home: Does it Pass the Test?ó Newsweek 

132.40 5 Oct. 1998: 64. Expanded Academic ASAP. Gale Group. Parkland College Library, 
Champaign, IL. 14 Nov. 2000 <http://infotrac.galegroup.com>. 

 
Chen, Mimi, Mark Daly, and Gareth Williams. òNon-Invasive Detection of Hypoglycaemia Using a 

Novel, Fully Biocompatible and Patient Friendly Alarm System.ó British Medical Journal 
321.7276 23 Dec. 2000: 1565. Expanded Academic ASAP. Gale Group. Parkland College 
Library, Champaign, IL. 14 Nov. 2000 <http://infotrac.galegroup.com>. 

 
FirstSearch  (more than three authors) 
Shelelle, Paul G., et. al. òAre Nonspecific Practice Guidelines Potentially Harmful?ó Health Services 

Research 34.7 Mar. 2000: 1429-1448. ArticleFirst. FirstSearch. Parkland College Library, 
Champaign, IL. 17 Mar. 2000 <http://newfirstsearch.oclc.org >. 

 
Saskia Image Archive 
Picasso, Pablo.  Reclining Nude.  1961.  Kunstmuseum, Basel Switzerland.  Saskia Art Images 

Collection.  CARLI Digital Collections.  Parkland College Library, Champaign, IL.  4 May 
2006 http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/ 

 
 

For articles with no authors, begin Works Cited entry with the òArticle Title in Quotation 
Marksó and follow the templates above. 

 
 
 

This handout was updated in 2008 with 
cooperation from the Parkland College Writing Lab. 

http://collections.carli.illinois.edu/


 

MLA and Website Articles 
PLEASE NOTE: MLA style calls for Works Cited list to be double-spaced (see MLA Handbook for 
Writers of Research Papers, 6th edition, section 4.4). We have NOT done that here to save space. 
The following templates for websites and website articles are based on sections 5.9.1 ð 5.9.4 of the 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed. Also see The Little Brown Handbook (9th 
edition), pages 712-735 for more information on citing online, print, and personal communication 
sources.  
 

Note: In the templates below, the term title-level capitalization is used. Title-level capitalization 
means capitalizing all major words in a title other than articles (a, an, the), coordinating conjunctions 
(for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so), and prepositions (if, with, when, where, during, before, after, etc.).  

 
Entire Website (No Specific Article)  
Title of Website Using Title Capitalization underlined. Copyright date or last update printed on 

article. Siteõs Sponsor (if given). Date you found article <web address in angle brackets>.  
 

American College of Physicians. 2003. American College of Physicians. 26 Mar. 2004 
<http://www.acponline.org>.  

 
Website Page with Author(s) 
Authorõs Last Name, First Name Middle Initial. òTitle of Article in Quotation Marks.ó Title of 

Website Using Title Capitalization underlined. Copyright date or last update printed on article. 
Siteõs Sponsor (if given). Date you found article <web address in angle brackets>.  

 
One author: 
McKay, Dawn. òClothes Make the Man (or Woman).ó About. 2004. Primedia. 10 July 2004 

<http://careerplanning.about.com/cs/dressingforwork>.  
 
Up to three authors: 
Uren, Neal, and Stephen P. Collins. òHigh Cholesterol Level (Hypercholesterolaemia).ó 

NetDoctor. 2 Jan. 2002. NetDoctor. 24 May 2004 <http://www.netdoctor.co.uk/diseases>.  
 
More than three authors:  
Bachman, David L., et al. òIncidence of Dementia and Probable Alzheimer's Disease in a General 

Population: The Framingham Study.ó Feminist Womenõs Health Center. (Mar. 1993). 
Feminist Womenõs Health Center. 28 July 2004 <http://www.fwhc.org/altzheimers.htm>.  

 
Note: et al. is Latin for òand othersó and is used for all authorsõ names after the first three. 

 
Web Page, Where no Author can be Indentified 
"Media Giants." Frontline: The Merchants of Cool. 2001. PBS Online.  7 Feb. 2005 

<http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/cool/giants>. 
 



 

Independent Website Article with Corporate or Government Author  
Name of Corporation or Government Agency. òTitle of Article in Quotation Marks.ó Title of 

Website Using Title Capitalization underlined. Copyright date or last update printed on article. 
Siteõs Sponsor (if given). Date you found article <web address in angle brackets>.  

 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. òPhysicians and Surgeons.ó Occupational Outlook 

Handbook. 27 Feb. 2004. United States Department of Labor. 8 Mar. 2004 
<http://www.bls.gov>.  

 
 

Helpful Hints when Citing Web Pages 
 
Finding Authors: Finding a website author can be tricky because often, a website is created by a 
school, government agency, organization, company, or other institution. You wonõt always find a 
personõs name attached to a website. To find out the creator (person or institution) of a website, 
look at the top of the page for a banner or a logo, look at the bottom of the page for a copyright 
date or this symbol ©, or look at the web address itself. Often, the web address will tell you who is 
producing or sponsoring the website. For example, Parkland College Libraryõs web address is 
<www.parkland.edu/library>. 
  

IMPORTANT: If you cannot determine the author of a website, you should speak with your 
instructor, come to the Library, or go to the Writing Center for assistance. If you still canõt 
determine the author, you should seriously consider not using the information.  
 

Finding Dates: When looking for copyrights or last updates, scroll to the very bottom of the web 
page. Often, the dates can be found there. If multiple dates are provided, use the most recent date. 
If there isn't a copyright or publication date available for the document, use (n.d.) for no date.  
 
Providing Accurate Web Addresses: When providing web addresses, you only want to provide 
what will take someone to that site. Sometimes, a web address will include lots of other punctuation 
and ònonsenseó letters like this: www.parkland.edu/iluvjmarsters..///83p002q?--//?édrta//Idra 
  
If this is the case, just provide as much of the web address as will return you to that site. For 
example, this web address should be cut back as follows: www.parkland.edu/iluvjmarsters  
 
 
This handout was created in 2005 and updated in 2008 with cooperation from the Parkland College Writing Center. 
 


